


The First IYRGT Cohort: Onadee McKenna, Chase Yakeleya, Angela Koe Blake, Olivia
Dragon, Coleen Hardisty, Patty Wallingham, Daniel Robb (guide/instructor) Keira
Loukes (guide/instructor), Bobbie Rose Koe (lead guide)

The Arctic Inspiration Prize is the largest annual prize in Canada. It inspires,
enables, and celebrates the achievements of the people of the North, recognizing
diverse teams with innovative projects in the fields of education; health and
wellbeing; culture, arts and language; science and traditional knowledge; climate
change; food security; and the economy. 

Nominator: Lynda Brown, Students on Ice Foundation

Team: Angela Koe-Blake (Team Leader), Jodie Buyck, Jenna Furlong, Peter
Greenland, Joel Hibbard, Genesee Keevil, Bobbi Rose Koe, Frances Ross-Furlong

This report was compiled and created by the Qatalyst Research Group, with the
help of Katie Johnson, the project team, and AIP.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

https://arcticinspirationprize.ca/
https://qatalyst.ca/


INDIGENOUS YOUTH RIVER GUIDE TRAINING PLAN

The f irst  f ive weeks with Indigenous Youth River Guide Training was hosted
in and around Whitehorse,  Yukon and had a series of training,  mentorship,

and cert i f ication with various leaders and organizations in the Tourism
Industry,  land based education,  and Indigenous leadership.  

During the fol lowing two weeks,  participants took a tr ip down the Wind
River ,  in the Peel Watershed. On this expedit ion,  youth learned how to

pack gear,  prepare food, prepare themselves and their  team. This
experiential  learning opportunity gave youth the opportunity to further

demonstrate and develop the ski l ls they learned over the previous month.   



https://youtu.be/uy94oIKNn-w

ANCESTRAL RIVERS: MADE FOR THE ANCESTORS,
ELDERS, AND TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE KEEPERS WHO

CONTINUE TO TEACH. YOU ARE OUR INSPIRATION.

https://youtu.be/uy94oIKNn-w
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HEALTH

THROUGH
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TO THE LAND

“I think it’s just great to show people and share your
knowledge and just take people out on the land so
that they can also form that connection with the
land. You feel like you can do anything, at least for
me, I feel like I am out here and I feel great, I feel so
strong, and I feel so connected to my ancestors.”

OLIVIA DRAGON
CHIPEWYAN & DENE NATIONS



Learning land-based ski l ls l ike f latwater and
white water canoeing, wi lderness medicine,  and

white water rescue training leads to improved
self-esteem, leadership and self-determination,

and improved mental health and wellbeing.

BUILDING SKILLS



“I love nature, I love being outdoors,
I love connecting with the land, and
I feel like it's very healing for me so I
decided that I would take this leap

of faith.

Being a river guide is something that
I would like to do. I would love to go

back home and be able to take
youth out, or even just anyone who
would love to have the opportunity,
the experience, to go on such an

amazing trip. 

I would love to do that.”

CHASE YAKELEYA
METIS & SAHTU DENE NATIONS



First Cohort participants Chase Yakelaya and Olivia
Dragon (r ight ,  with fr iend) are now apprenticing as
Guides with Nahanni River Adventures.

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES
Youth learned valuable ski l ls  that prepared them for a
career in guiding and tourism opportunit ies within their
own communities.  River Guide Training shows youth the
value of their  land-based ski l ls and cultural knowledge.



Click here to visit the Gwich'in Place Names Atlas, an
interactive online atlas that invites visitors to explore
the culture, history, traditional knowledge, and land use
of the Gwich’in through Gwich'in place names. Visit the
Peel River Talking Map here.

TR’IH ZHIT TAGWEHDII
The Gwich’ in name refers to the head of a summer trai l
up the Rat River which leads into the mountains where
people hunted caribou and moose. 

NATAIINLAII
This name refers to an area which includes a small
community of f ish camps 8 miles from Fort McPherson
and a stream upriver from there

SHÌŁDII
This name refers to a rock formation that sits on top of a
hi l l  overlooking the Peel River ,  upriver from Fort
McPherson.

GYŲŲ DAZHOO NJIK OR GYUU DAZHOO NJIK
This place name refers to a r iver which f lows into the
Peel River and is associated with a legendary story.

https://atlas.gwichin.ca/index.html
https://www.gwichin.ca/talking_map?f[0]=field_categories_map_:15


OTHER
PARTNERS

https://www.dinjiizhuh.com/
https://nahanni.com/
https://nahanni.com/

