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The Arctic Inspiration Prize is the largest annual prize in Canada. It inspires, enables, and
celebrates the achievements of the people of the North, recognizing diverse teams with
innovative projects in the fields of education; health and wellbeing; culture, arts and
language; science and traditional knowledge; climate change; food security; and the
economy. 

T H E  A R C T I C  I N S P I R A T I O N  P R I Z E

Daniel McNeely
MLA Sahtu, Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories

N O M I N A T O R

Dakota Orlias (Team Leader), Theresa Blancho, Barbara Ann Gully, Sunita Marie Kochon,
Mary-Anne Neal, Martha Stewart, Isabel (Tutcho) Orlias

T E A M

T H I S  R E P O R T  W A S  C O M P I L E D  A N D  C R E A T E D  B Y  T H E  Q A T A L Y S T  R E S E A R C H  G R O U P ,  W I T H
T H E  H E L P  O F  P E G G Y  J A Y ,  T H E  P R O J E C T  T E A M ,  A N D  A I P .

m á h s ı  n ı̨ w ę
t h a n k f u l

m á h s ı  n ı̨ w ę
t h a n k f u l

https://arcticinspirationprize.ca/
https://qatalyst.ca/


T IMEL INE

D e n e  H e r o e s  P u b l i c a t i o n s  h a d
a l r e a d y  p r o d u c e d  t w o

v o l u m e s  o f  s t o r i e s  b e f o r e
w i n n i n g  t h e  2 0 1 7  Y o u t h

c a t e g o r y  p r i z e  f r o m  A I P .  W i t h
t h i s  f u n d i n g ,  t h e y  w e r e  a b l e
t o  c r e a t e  v o l u m e s  3  a n d  4  i n

2 0 1 9  a n d  2 0 2 0 .



F i l l e d  w i t h  i n t e r -

g e n e r a t i o n a l  s t o r i e s ,

a u t h o r s  r a n g e  f r o m  1 0  t o

8 2  y e a r s  o f  a g e .

Heroes elevate us, inspire us, and
bring us together. The heroic qualities
of the Dene celebrated in the pages of
these books motivate all of us to be
better people.

D E N E  H E R O E S  O F  T H E  S A H T U ,
S T O R I E S  A B O U T  T H E  D E N E  B Y

T H E  D E N E

"These stories capture the wisdom, 
courage, tenacity, and resilience

of the Sahtu Dene People."

ə r ı̨ h t ł ’ é

b o o k
ə r ı̨ h t ł ’ é

b o o k

Since receiving AIP’s funding, two
volumes have been published and

over 80 additional people have
contributed photographs,

drawings, translations, and stories.



x á r é  b ó o t ’ ı n e kə
f a m i l y

x á r é  b ó o t ’ ı n e kə
f a m i l y

From the Depth of Darkness
to the Shining Light of Hope

By Melanie Gardebois

I'm going back to school to
become an addictions
counselor to inspire and
help be the change in my
community. I'm very
happy and excited for my
future now. I’m being
guided by the Creator to
spread hope and courage
for the people behind me. I
have a strong voice. My
ancestors will be very
proud of the woman I am
today.

Dene Heroes Vol. 3, page 67 

Dene Laws
By Dakota Orlias

It’s up to my generation
to pass on our Dene
teachings, keep our Dene
culture strong, and most
importantly to look after
our land and respect it, as
past leaders did. We’re
rich in so many ways
with our land. People
need to recognize that
and not take advantage
of it.

Dene Heroes, Vol. 3, page 47

The Foot Prints I Intend to
Follow

By Kyanna Lee Lennie-
Dolphus

I honestly don’t know
where I would be without
my grandmother. I don’t
know where I would get
the strength from or the
courage to keep pushing
forward. I believe God has
blessed me with such an
Amazing, Strong, Free
Spirit, Unconditional
loving grandmother I
could ever ask for.

Dene Heroes, Vol. 3, page 80

O U R  V O I C E S  M A T T E R



Youth in 5 Indigenous communities, Fort Good Hope, Norman
Wells, Tulita, Délįnę, and Colville Lake, developed many
transferable skills during the Dene Heroes Publications project.

Literacy skills (writing, editing, reading)
Financial literacy (budgeting)
Collecting stories
Interviews
Public speaking
Book publication
Accountability
Time management
Use of technology (Excel, Dropbox) 

·“This opportunity was amazing. I would
do it all over again. I’m really proud that
I can help other youth around the Sahtu.
So many youth have went up to me to
tell me it [my story] was so beautiful.” 

Shaylynn Marie Mackeinzo, Dene Heroes
Champion

“I’m happy people will read this bookand that my story would be in there. It’simportant for people to hear what yousay as Dene people.” 
Jed Kochon, who wrote of his Dene hero,his Etsah – grandfather.

T H E  D E N E  H E R O  P R O J E C T  I S  A N  E X A M P L E  O F
A C T I V E ,  E X P E R I E N T I A L ,  M U L T I -

G E N E R A T I O N A L ,  A U T H E N T I C  L E A R N I N G



E C O N O M I C  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  Y O U T H

6 youth were hired to aid in all aspects
of the Dene Heroes Publication project,
providing them with skills and setting
them up for future opportunities.

One youth now has a career with North
Wright Air as a direct result of their
experience working with Dene Heroes.

Another is serving their second term on
the band council of Behdzi Ah'da First
Nation.

gǫ z hǫ  -  s m a r t



Dene Heroes Publications hosted book launch
celebrations in Délįnę, Fort Good Hope, and Colville
Lake.

In addition to book distribution and readings,
participants enjoyed feasting, speeches, and drum
dances to honour the contributors.

• Délįnę:  2020 – 75 participants
• Fort Good Hope:  2017 – 80 participants
• Colville Lake:  2017, 2018, 2019, and 2020 – 30-40
participants each year

F O S T E R I N G  P R I D E

D e n e  H e r o e s  P u b l i c a t i o n s  h a s  r e c e i v e de x t e n s i v e  a t t e n t i o n  f r o m  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s ,i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  v i d e o s  h i g h l i g h t i n g
c o n t r i b u t o r s  a n d  t h e  s t o r i e s  t h e y  s h a r e d .V i e w  t h e  v i d e o  a b o v e  f o r  a  p r o f i l e  f r o m
A P T N  r e p o r t e r  C h a r l o t t e  M o r r i t t - J a c o b s .

h t t p s : / / p l a y e r . v i m e o . c o m / v i d e o / 3 8 8 6 1 0 8 1 2

"The stories are written
by the Dene, for the
Dene to improve

literacy, pride, and
traditional knowledge."

https://player.vimeo.com/video/388610812


Shane Janvier and Mary-Anne Neal

at the Dene Strong book launch.

“ I F  I  C A N  C H A N G E  O N E
P E R S O N ’ S  P E R S P E C T I V E

[ A B O U T  S O C I E T Y ' S  V I E W S  O F
T H E  D E N E  P E O P L E ] ,  I  K N O W  I
H A V E  M A D E  A  D I F F E R E N C E . ”  

S H A N E  J A N V I E R

H a v i n g  h e a r d  a b o u t  D e n e  H e r o e s  o f  t h e
S a h t u ,  S h a n e  J a n v i e r  w a s  i n s p i r e d  t o
c r e a t e  D e n e  S t r o n g ,  a  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f
3 0  s t o r i e s  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  L a  L o c h e ,
S a s k a t c h e w a n .  1 , 5 0 0  c o p i e s  o f  D e n e
S t r o n g  w e r e  p r i n t e d ,  h o n o u r i n g  t h e
D e n e  p e o p l e  a n d  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e i r
h e r i t a g e .  

https://www.northwest.ca/community/community-engagement/658/stories-of-dene-heritage-preserved-on-the-pageClick this link to read the story on NorthWest.ca

D E N E  S T R O N G :  S T O R I E S  F R O M  T H E
L A N D  O F  T H E  B I G  P O P L A R

W h o l e - h e a r t e d  c o m m u n i t y  s u p p o r t  w a s
s h o w n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r
o f  S a s k a t c h e w a n  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  b o o k
l a u n c h .

D e n e  H e r o e s
P u b l i c a t i o n s  h o p e s
t h a t  t h e i r  w o r k
c o n t i n u e s  t o
i n s p i r e  o t h e r  p a r t s
o f  C a n a d a  t o
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h i s
t y p e  o f  s t o r y t e l l i n g
t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d
c e l e b r a t e  t h e i r
h i s t o r i e s .  

https://www.northwest.ca/community/community-engagement/658/stories-of-dene-heritage-preserved-on-the-page
https://www.northwest.ca/community/community-engagement/658/stories-of-dene-heritage-preserved-on-the-page
https://www.northwest.ca/community/community-engagement/658/stories-of-dene-heritage-preserved-on-the-page
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Dene Heroes books are available in Sahtu

schools and housed across NWT libraries.

The Publication Team produced 700 copies

of Volumes 3 & 4, and there are plans to

create a 5th volume.

The team hopes that educators in schools

across the NWT will turn to the Dene

Heroes stories as a source of knowledge

about Dene ways of life and heritage.

T H E  F U T U R E  O F  D E N E  H E R O E S



P A R T N E R S  A N D  C O L L A B O R A T O R S

The success of the Dene Heroes

Publication Project would not have

been possible without the help of

volunteers, staff, contributors,

Champions, and the Dene people

themselves.

m a h s i  c h o                         t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

p a r t n e r s  w h o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e i r  t i m e

a n d  r e s o u r c e s :

M a r y - A n n e  N e a l

A y o n i  K e h  L a n d  C o r p o r a t i o n

B e h d z i  A h ' d a  F i r s t  N a t i o n

K ' A s h o  G o t ' i n e  F i r s t  N a t i o n

Y a m o g a  L a n d  C o r p o r a t i o n

S a h t u  S e c r e t a r i a t  I n c o r p o r a t e d  

C o l v i l l e  L a k e ,  F o r t  G o o d  H o p e ,  D é l ı̨n ę



S a h t ú g o t ' ı̨ n ę k 'ə  g o kǝ d ǝ́
b o o k :  ə r ı̨ h t ł ’ é

f a m i l y :  x á r é  b ó o t ’ ı n e kə

f r i e n d :  b ǝ́ h ł ǝ́ ə  /  b ǝ́ h t ł í ı

g r a n d c h i l d :  b e c h á a  /  bə t s ǝ́ ə

g r a n d f a t h e r :  bə t s ǝ́ ə

g r a n d m o t h e r :  bə t s ı̨

l i b r a r y :  ə r ı̨ h t ł ’ é  k ’ə  g o t s ’ e d e  d a h k ’ é

m e d i c i n e :  n á í d í

p a s t :  h ı̨ n į ı̨  t s ’ ę́

p e o p l e :  d e n e k e

p e r s o n :  d e n e

p l e a s e :  h á n ı

r e l a t i v e s :  b ó o t ’ ı n e

r e m e m b e r :  a s į ı̨  hə n a t s ’ e d í

s m a r t :  gǫ z hǫ

t h a n k f u l :  m á h s ı  n ı̨ w ę

F r o m  S a h t ú o t ’ ı n e  G o k e d é ,  a
p u b l i c a t i o n  t h a t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  D é l į n ę
d i a l e c t  o f  S a h t ú g o t ' ı̨ n ę k 'ə  g o kǝd ǝ́ .

https://deline.ca/wp-
content/uploads/2017/06/Sahtuotine-Gokede.pdf

https://deline.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Sahtuotine-Gokede.pdf
https://deline.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Sahtuotine-Gokede.pdf
https://deline.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/Sahtuotine-Gokede.pdf

