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The Arctic Inspiration Prize (AIP) is

the largest annual prize in Canada. It
inspires, enables, and celebrates the
achievements of the people of the
North, recognizing diverse teams
with innovative projects in the fields
of education; health and wellbeing;
culture, arts and language; science
and traditional knowledge; climate
change; food security; and the

economy.
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ENGAGING YOUTH ACROSS THE NORTH

Youth laureates were involved in organizing events, mentoring and education, land-based learning and
knowledge-sharing, community building, and creating art. The events, workshops, adventures, and activities
resulted in hundreds of other youth, Elders, and community member engaging in a wide range of activities.
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Youth work on paintings as part of the ArtSpace at Hide tanning demonstrations with Children spend time learning on the land with an
MakerSpace YK. Treaty Talks. instructor from Rivers to Ridges.




BUILDING NETWORKS AND COMMUNITIES
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WAYC have deep
connections across the
north and the
organization has
developed partnerships
with other Laureates
such as Treaty Talks
NWT and Indigenous
Youth River Guide
Training.

Dene Heroes Publications set out to share the stories
of Dene Heroes of the Sahtu and brought together
hundreds of people to share their stories across the
north, Canada, and beyond.

Youth attending Rivers to Ridges camps
develop close friendships during their
time together.




SUPPORTING YOUTH LEADERS

The AIP contributed to the personal development of young people by providing them with
the opportunities and experiences that equip them for becoming effective leaders.
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“We feel so lucky to have
had the once-in-a-lifetime
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Team leaders Geri-Lee Buyck and Anna Bobbi Rose Koe (IYRGT) is always learning and Charlotte Siksik , a former RRHC
Billowits created the Yukon Youth loves to teach with anyone who wants to learn. attendee turned youth leader and
Healthcare Summit to help youth learn She believes that it is important to continue to coach, is now playing hockey for the
about healthcare and inspire others to share what we have, when we can, where we can. Arcadia Knights at Arcadia University in

pursue a career in healthcare . Glenside, Pennsylvania. She is the first
Inuk female hockey player to play
college hockey in America.




The Baffin Youth Outdoor Education Program
team has held various cultural and traditional
workshops and activities in Igaluit, which included
gamutiik building, whip making, parka making, and
seal skin mitt sewing. On the land, youth
participants have spent time igloo building, and
completing a 150km dog-sledding trip from Igaluit
to Kimmirut, which included ice fishing and seal

hunting.
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“I love nature, | love being
outdoors, | love connecting
with the land, and | feel like
it's very healing for me so |
decided that | would take
this leap of faith.”

Chase Yakeleya, IYRGT

Rivers to Ridges’ camps
bring children and youth
on the land to learn, and
also welcome Elders to
share cultural and
traditional teachings.




DEVELOPING SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE

Youth from Dene Heroes Publications learned public speaking skills when promoting their book in
their respective communities. Individuals who participated in WAYC activities had the opportunity to

Public Speaking
share their stories with groups of their peers in a safe and respectful environment.

Treaty Talks taught not only the facilitators, but also participants, about self-governance and treaty

rights/obligations. Rivers to Ridges is teaching children and youth that schooling that is focused on a
| Treaties!
Y Foundational ang Modern Treaties

Self-Governance
more traditional model is just as valid as any other.
| . Northerp Turtle Island

Youth across all projects learned skills that will help them in the future, and some youth (such as
those with Indigenous Youth River Guide Training and Dene Heroes Publications) have already found

Employability
employment using their new skills.

Many projects had elements of cultural or traditional skills that participants and facilitators took part
in, such as gamutiik building, whip making, seal skin mitten sewing, igloo building, dog sledding, and

Traditional &
Cultural
hide tanning, among others.



DEVELOPING SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE

Scrap to Art youth spend their time in the welding shop creating beautiful pieces of art from scrap ,/
metal that they locate within their community, and ArtSpace provides artists with a safe space to get -
creative in a multitude of ways. Many other projects have arts-based or crafting elements in their
programming, such as beading or painting.

Arts and Crafting

Projects such as Scrap to Art, Dene Heroes Publications, the Yukon Youth Healthcare Summit, Rlvers
to Ridges, WAYC, and Rankin Rock Hockey Camp created mentorship opportunities for youth Iooklng
to get more involved in each respective project, or future projects, and were provided guidance to
become youth leaders in their own right.

Mentorship

Youth across all projects learned skills such as literacy, numeracy, communication, and specific skills

Lit Skill
fteracy SKIs such as with Indigenous Youth River Guide Training (navigating, guiding) and Scrap to Art (welding).

Participants across all projects were empowered by their ability to develop and
improve a variety of skills that will carry them into the future.




Through art, play, connections to the land and each other, youth participating in AIP projects expressed themselves
more freely which helped them improve interpersonal relationships and mental health and wellbeing.

ArtSpace gives
individuals a
place where
they can
express
themselves in
a healthy way. <
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"There's hope. There's always
hope. Everything will change,
things will change in your life even
though it doesn't seem that way
right now. But you have to take
that step if you want to make that
= change. But yes, there is hope for
“‘\ the future... There is always Not just a game! Rankin Rock Hockey Camp promotes

Indigenous Youth River Guide Training participants hope." Arsaniq Deer (WAYC) healthy and active lifestyles, building resilience and

spent time learning and developing strong connections teamwork among young players.
to the land.




Treaty Talks NWT blended traditional
teachings such as Dene Law with modern
technology to engage youth in conversation
and build their confidence in understanding
treaties and self-determination.

BUILDING CONFIDENCE

The Rivers to
Ridges team
persevered
through the Covid-
19 pandemic and
other issues while
developing their
Nest School and
forest camps.
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Publications
helped foster
confidence in
storytelling and
the beauty of
Dene life with
their Dene Heroes
of the Sahtu
books.

Youth working at Red Fish Arts Studio for
the Scrap to Art Project were able to
build confidence in themselves by
learning welding skills and creating
beautiful pieces of artwork that have been
installed within their community and have
also made their way across the country.



CREATING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES

The AIP projects created economic opportunities for youth laureates and others who became part
of the organizations and groups that continue to create future opportunities.
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on the band council of Behdzi Ah'da First Nation. Adventures.




EMPOWERING A GENERATION OF FUTURE LEADERS

Youth laureates are empowered to continue the work they started and ideas supported by the AIP. Youth from WAYC,
Rivers to Ridges, Treaty Talks, and the Rankin Rock Hockey Camp continue to be involved and reported a sense of
responsibility to help young people become future leaders. This shows the cross-generational impact of AIP projects.

Providing a safe space to
discuss health, The Yukon
Youth Healthcare Summit
afforded youth the opportunity
to vocalize their needs and
think about directing the future
of healthcare in their area.

Young hockey players
are mentored and
encouraged during their
time at the Rankin Rock
Hockey Camp and learn
skills that allow them to
flourish and grow.

Learning on the land
at Rivers to Ridges
shows children the
unique perspective of
broadening their
understanding of how

education can work,
and teaches them
different ways of
thinking.
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STORIES TO SHARE WITH FUTURE GENERATIONS OF CHANGE-MAKERS

Click the links below to watch videos about each of the youth projects.

Rankin Rock Hockey Camp Rivers to Ridges

From Scrap to Art Yukon Youth Healthcare Summit

ICEWAELCN A

Artspace

Indigenous Youth River Guide Training

Dene Heroes Publications Baffin Youth Outdoor Education Project



https://vimeo.com/744414781
https://senparlvu.parl.gc.ca/Harmony/en/PowerBrowser/PowerBrowserV2/20231024/-1/12652?mediaStartTime=20231024140455
https://www.instagram.com/p/CvAb6-HLi6r/?img_index=5
https://youtu.be/epHhAUG9Rh4
https://player.vimeo.com/video/388610812
https://youtu.be/vqV4A_mIO88
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHGJAPxEssc&ab_channel=ArrowsmithProductions
https://www.instagram.com/p/Czm0gmJvK5P/
https://youtu.be/uy94oIKNn-w
https://vimeo.com/407937092

MARSI (CHIPPEWYAN) - KINANASKOMITIN (CREE) - THANK YOU (ENGLISH) + MERCI (FRENCH) « MAHST’
CHOO (GWICH'IN) - MAHSI’ CHO (HAN) - QUANA/QUANAQQUTIT (INUINNAQTUN) + o dS"® NAKURMIIK
dyeal® QUIANNAMIIK (INUKTITUT) - QUYANAQ (INUVIALUKTUN) « SOGA SENLA’ (KASKA) - MAHSI
(DELINE K3D3 - NORTH SLAVEY/SOUTH SLAVEY) - MASIN CHO (OR) NIYE SAW NIIDHIN (NORTHERN
TUTCHONE) - SHAW NITHAN (OR) KWANASCHIS (SOUTHERN TUTCHONE) + GUNELCHISH (TAGISH) « MASI

(TLICHO) - GUNALCHISH (TLINGIT) « TSIN'TT CHOH (UPPER TANANA)

Photos contained within this document were provided by their respective projects, or were acquired from AlP.




