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Up to $500,000 will be awarded  
to up to four teams to implement  
their projects.

The “AIP” category is intended for diverse teams who 
have provided a truly exceptional and innovative 
plan to implement knowledge (traditional, scientific 
research, or practical) into relevant and real action 
for the benefit of the people and communities of 
the Canadian North.

 

Nominations in this prize category do not need to 
request the full $500,000. The amount requested can 
be much smaller depending on the project and its 
needs. Laureate projects will receive the amount of 
funds requested in their nomination. How large or small 
a project is does not influence selection: Laureates are 
selected based on merit and potential impact.

Teams are advised to submit a nomination in the prize 
category that best fits their project. Proposed projects 
in the “AIP” category should aim to have a significant 
impact in a larger or smaller geographic area in the 
Canadian Arctic, preferably in the long term.

IMPORTANT DEADLINES
This Nomination Guide includes important information 
that should be carefully reviewed and considered 
before submitting a nomination. A project is required 
to fulfill all of the Eligibility Criteria to be included 
in the selection process. The Regional and National 
Selection Committees use the Selection Criteria to 
choose Finalists and Laureates out of all eligible 
projects, so make sure to review all criteria closely.

Letter of Intent (Optional):  
September 7, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. PT

Nomination Package:  
October 13, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. PT
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ARCTIC INSPIRATION PRIZE 

THE 10TH ANNUAL

AIP AWARDS CEREMONY

As the largest annual prize in Canada, the Arctic Inspiration Prize (AIP) inspires, 
enables and celebrates the achievements of the people of the North. The AIP 
is by the North and for the North, with the unconditional support of the South, 
recognizing diverse teams and enabling their innovative projects in the fields 
of education, health and wellbeing, culture, arts and language, science and 
traditional knowledge, climate change and the economy. Each year, the AIP 

awards: one $1 million prize, up to four prizes of up to $500,000 each, and up 
to seven youth prizes of up to $100,000 each. The AIP is owned and governed 

by the northern-led AIP Charitable Trust and is a community of Indigenous 
organizations, governments, industry, philanthropy, and many other partners 

from the North and South.

Every year, the Arctic Inspiration Prize celebrates its new laureates at an 
awards ceremony that showcases the AIP finalists, winners and performances 
by artists from across the North. This year’s ceremony celebrates the AIP’s 10th 

anniversary and features past laureates and finalists throughout the show. 
Join us on CBC and APTN on March 4, 2022, to celebrate!

BROADCAST PARTNERS

https://www.arcticinspirationprize.ca/
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HOSTS

LAAKKULUK WILLIAMSON BATHORY 

Laakkuluk Williamson Bathory or Laakkuluk, 
is a kalaaleq (Greenlandic Inuk) performance 
artist, poet, actor, curator, storyteller and writer 
based in Nunavut. She is known for performing 
uaajeerneq, a Greenlandic mask dance. She 
performs internationally, collaborates with other 
artists and is a fierce advocate for Inuit artists. 
Laakkuluk is a member of the AIP laureate team, 
Qaggiq, winner of the AIP in 2015.

WILLIAM GREENLAND 

William Greenland is from Inuvik, Northwest 
Territories and a member of the Gwichin Nation. 
No stranger to the Northern Music Scene, 
William’s voice has been traveling over the 
airwaves for over 30 years as a radio host on 
CKLB Radio ”The Voice of Denendeh” and he has 
emceed and performed at many festivals and 
events. In 2010, while on a journey of healing, 
William was introduced to the Native American 
Flute. The soothing tones instantly spoke to 
Greenland’s heart, and evoked a new passion for 
this traditional art form. William is a member of 
the AIP laureate team, Arctic Indigenous Wellness 
Project, winner of the $1 million AIP in 2017.
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PERFORMERS

QULLIQ LIGHTING BY JULIA OGINA 

Julia Ogina and her granddaughter will carry 
out this Qulliq Lighting ceremony and represent 
that this tradition gets transferred onto the next 
generation of Qulliq maintainers. 

DENA ZAGI 

Dena Zagi was created in 2009 by Jenny and 
Dennis. Dennis Shorty is both singer & songwriter 
and plays the guitar. He was born underneath 
a tree near Ross River and is Kaska First Nation. 
Jennifer Froehling is a singer and plays both 
the traditional drum & drum set and First Nation 
flute. Jenny hails from Germany and is Dennis’ 
partner. Dena Zagi is a Traditional Contemporary 
duo and their music is written in the Kaska 
Language and the lyrics are about the land, 
animals, respect, ancestors and traditions. They’ve 
played together in various venues in Canada 
and in Germany. They hope to encourage young 
people to preserve their language through 
music. Dena Zagi means “people’s voice”.

PIQSIQ 

With a style inspired by northern beauty, sisters 
Inuksuk Mackay and Tiffany Ayalik are Inuit 
throat singers from Arctic Canada who blend 
their ancient tradition form with contemporary 
technology to create haunting soundscapes and 
improvisational compositions that change with 
every show. 
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PERFORMERS

HUQQULLAAQATIGIIT DRUM DANCERS 

The Huqqullaaqatigiit drummers and dancers 
hail from Cambridge Bay, Nunavut and are led 
by Julia Ogina, who received the Governor 
General’s Meritorious Service Decoration for 
her leadership in protecting, promoting and 
revitalizing Inuit culture, traditions, and language. 
This performance was curated by Executive 
Director Looee Arreak, of Qaggiavuut! Nunavut 
Performing Arts Society - past AIP laureates, 
whose mandate is to promote the preservation 
of Inuit language and culture through the 
performing arts.

LEELA GILDAY, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR 

Leela Gilday is a celebrated musician-songwriter, 
singer, guitarist, composer and creator from  
Denendeh. If you’re from the North, her music 
is home. If you’ve never been, it will take 
you there. Born and raised in the Northwest 
Territories, she writes about the people and 
the land that created her – of love and life and 
a rugged environment and vibrant culture. She 
believes music has an inexplicable effect on 
people. It is a place where she can share light 
and dark and the most vulnerable moments. Her 
music has been recognized with many awards 
including a Juno, and she has toured nationally 
and internationally for the better part of 25 
years. Leela has also embarked upon a career 
as an Artistic Director, with projects such as the 
Circumpolar Soundscape, Muskoskwew Quartet, 
Tsekwi Huya Gala celebration, National Aboriginal 
Achievement Foundation Finale, Gho-Bah/
Gombaa collective concert and recording, and 
most recently as the Musical Director for the Arctic 
Inspiration Prize Awards Ceremony.
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FINALISTS 

FOR THE 2021 ARCTIC INSPIRATION PRIZE

Members of the AIP Regional Selection Committees for Yukon, the Northwest 
Territories and Inuit Nunangat met in November 2021 to review the 

nominations received for the 10th annual edition of the prize. Ten nominations 
were identified as finalists for their innovative knowledge to action plans 

focusing on issues identified by Northerners in their communities. From these 
finalists, the National Selection Committee selected the laureates of the  
10th anniversary Arctic Inspiration Prize, who are announced at the virtual 

awards ceremony.
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$1 MILLION CATEGORY FINALISTS 

CANAPY – COLLECTIVE ACTION FOR 
NATURE-BASED ACTIVE PLAY AND 
YOUTH EMPLOYMENT

This project aims to create a three-year,  
Yukon-wide project with two linked outcomes: 
A staged youth employment program for 
secondary students in the recreation field,  
and the implementation of free, accessible,  
after-school programming to provide a low-
barrier opportunity for physical activity and  
fun after school.

ILAGIITIGUT 
ANNGIANGIJAQATIGIINNIRQ 
ILURQUSIVUTTIGUT

This project would bring together elders, 
addiction counsellors, hunters, scholars and 
community members to address the root causes 
of addiction – including intergenerational 
trauma – through Inuit values and culture.  
This ambitious initiative would support families 
following the recovery program together in a 
new 32-bed facility. 
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FISH CAMP AT HAPPY’S LANDING

This project proposes hosting a traditional 
camp offering young people, elders, and others 
the opportunity to learn traditional activities 
including fishing. The dryfish produced would 
be shared among camp attendees and also with 
Gwich’in families and elders in the community 
who cannot make their own.

HOPE HOUSE

Hope House aims to provide clients experiencing 
homelessness with supports including mental 
health counselling and referrals to rehabilitation, 
social housing programs, and labour  
market opportunities.

INDIGENOUS COMMUNITY SAFETY 
PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM 

This project hopes to empower Yukon First 
Nations to address root causes of inter-
generational trauma, violence, and vulnerability, 
through first-of-its-kind Indigenous-led training, 
certification and mentorship that enables 
First Nations governments to own, implement 
and sustain community safety, emergency 
preparedness, and justice initiatives.

AIP CATEGORY FINALISTS - UP TO $500,000

Photo: Lilia Yumagulova
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MIINGA – MENTAL HEALTH RESOURCE 
MOBILE APP

This project has developed a mobile app that 
aims to provide Nunavummiut with a directory for 
mental health and emergency resources in the 
territory through a single digital platform. The app 
could improve access to mental health resources in 
remote communities, and help to reduce incidents 
of mental health crises, particularly among youth.

SUPPORTING WELLBEING

This project proposes to develop a training 
program that would provide tools and resources 
for people who deliver land-based programming 
that will better prepare them to mitigate and 
respond to mental health challenges in  
remote environments.

TUKTOYAKTUK COMMUNITY CLIMATE 
RESILIENCY PROJECT

This project plans to help prepare the community 
to make difficult decisions regarding climate 
change, including possible relocation. The project 
would ensure the empowerment of locals to  
build capacity and knowledge of climate-driven 
change to stimulate resilience of the people and 
future generations.

Photo: Mi.Photography

Photo: Anneka Westergreen
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YOUTH CATEGORY FINALISTS - UP TO $100,000

INDIGENOUS YOUTH RIVER  
GUIDE TRAINING

This program aims to remove barriers and create 
opportunities for youth to learn land-based 
skills such as flatwater and whitewater canoeing, 
wilderness medicine and whitewater rescue 
training in order to become wilderness guides. 
The goal is to improve self-esteem, leadership 
and self-determination, and expose youth to 
potential career opportunities all while centering 
Indigenous languages and knowledges.

TREATY TALKS

This project plans to bring education back to  
the land by creating an On the Land Treaty 
Education Camp for youth, elders and 
community members.
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Nominations in this prize category do not need to 

request the full $500,000. The amount requested can 

be much smaller depending on the project and its 

needs. Laureate projects will receive the amount of 

funds requested in their nomination. How large or small 

a project is does not influence selection: Laureates are 

selected based on merit and potential impact.

Teams are advised to submit a nomination in the prize 

category that best fits their project. Proposed projects 

in the “AIP” category should aim to have a significant 

impact in a larger or smaller geographic area in the 

Canadian Arctic, preferably in the long term.

IMPORTANT DEADLINES

This Nomination Guide includes important information 

that should be carefully reviewed and considered 

before submitting a nomination. A project is required 

to fulfill all of the Eligibility Criteria to be included 

in the selection process. The Regional and National 

Selection Committees use the Selection Criteria to 

choose Finalists and Laureates out of all eligible 

projects, so make sure to review all criteria closely.

Letter of Intent (Optional):  

September 7, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. PT

Nomination Package:  

October 13, 2021 at 11:59 p.m. PT
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THANK YOU TO THE AIP’S MANY CO-OWNERS AND PARTNERS 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY 

Co-Owners
Atuqtuarvik Corporation
Carcross Tagish Management Corporation
Carmacks Development Corporation
Chief Isaac Group of Companies
Chu Níikwän Development Corporation
Copper Niisüü Limited Partnership
Da Daghay Development Corporation
Dakwakada Capital Investments
Dena Nezzidi Development Corporation
Det’on Cho Management LP
First Kaska
Gwich’in Development Corporation
Inuvialuit Regional Corporation
Kativik Regional Government
Kitikmeot Corporation
Kluane Community Development Limited 
Partnership
Kluane Dana Shä̀w Limited Partnership
Makivik Corporation
Na-Cho Nyäk Dun Development 
Corporation
Nunasi Corporation
Nunatsiavut Group of Companies
Nunavut Tunngavik Incorporated
NWT Métis Nation
Qikiqtaaluk Corporation
Sakku Investments Corporation
Selkirk Development Corporation
Tłı̨chǫ Investment Corporation
Yukon First Nations Wildfire

Partners
PRIZE PARTNERS
Agnico Eagle Mines Ltd.
Amazon Canada
ArcticNet
ATCO Ltd.
Baffinland Iron Mines Corporation
Canadian Northern Economic 
Development Agency
City of Whitehorse
City of Yellowknife
Cobalt Construction
Crowe MacKay
Government of the Northwest Territories
Government of Nunavut
Government of Yukon
Lester Landau
Memorial University
Northern Vision Development
Parks Canada
RBC Foundation
SSi Canada
TD Bank Group
Hewitt Foundation

AIRLINE PARTNERS
Air Canada
Air North
Canadian North
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MEDIA PARTNERS
Aboriginal Business Quarterly
Above and Beyond
APTN
CBC North
The Globe and Mail
Labrador Life
Moose FM
North of Ordinary Media
Nunatsiaq News
The Royal Canadian Geographic Society/ 
Canadian Geographic
Up Here

ARTS AND CULTURE PARTNERS
Avataq Cultural Institute
Great Northern Arts Society
Ingenium
National Arts Centre
Yukon First Nations Culture and Tourism 
Association

SUSTAINABILITY PARTNERS
Agnico Eagle
Air Tindi
Ashoka
Canadian Education and Research Institute 
for Counselling
Canadian Northern Economic 
Development Agency
Mitacs
Oxfam Canada
Pathy Family Foundation
RBC Foundation
Save the Children
Students on Ice Foundation
The Counselling Foundation of Canada
McConnell Foundation

MANAGING & OPERATIONAL PARTNERS
Rideau Hall Foundation
Government of Canada
Hewitt Foundation
McConnell Foundation 
Peacock Family Foundation
RBC Foundation
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